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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MANILA 11514 101112Z 
43 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO 10-15 NEA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-15 USIA-15 ACDA-19 AID-20 DRC-01 EB-11 /162W 

061036 

R 100901Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8506 
USUN NEW YORK 436 

UNCLAS MANILA 11514 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: XF, RP. PFOR 

SUBJ: GOP CABINET ANNOUNCES CONTINUED NEUTRALITY IN MIDDLE EAST 
CONFLICT 

1. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, DFA ACTING SECRETARY 
MANUEL COLLANTES BRIEFED THE GOP CABINET ON OCT 9 ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT. FOLLOWING THE BRIEFING THE CABINET 
DECIDED UPON A CONTINUATION OF THE GOP POSITION OF COM- 
PLETE NEUTRALITY. 

2. PRESIDENT MARCOS REPORTEDLY ORDERED SECRETARY CARLOS 
ROMULO, NOW HEADING THE PHIL DEL AT THE UNGA, TO CONSULT 
WITH MANILA BEFORE MAKING STATEMENTS ON THE CONFLICT. AT 
THE SAME TIME, COLLANTES SAID DFA, ON STRUCTION FROM 
PRESIDENT MARCOS, HAD DIRECTED ROMULO "TO ASSIST IN 
EFFORTS NOW BEING EXERTED IN THE UNITED NATIONS LEADING 
TO THE RESTORATION OF PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST." 

3. THE CABINET BRIEFING APPARENTLY POINTED OUT THE FACT 
THAT 78 PERCENT OF THE PHIL CRUDE OIL SUPPLY COMES FROM 
THE MIDDLE EAST. 

SULLIVAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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